THE TURK AS RULEH
activity, involves temptations which have at
times proved too strong for even British officials
in India. Is it then to be wondered at that
many Turks, when set in unquestioned authority
over packaliks and vilayets, should have yielded
to the opportunities of amassing treasure and of
gratifying other tastes at the expense of unarmed
taxpayers dominated by a brutal soldiery and
described in the official documents of those days
as ray ah, or cattle ? Is it surprising that under
conditions so favourable to abuse of power, the
majority of Turkish officials gave but a poor
account of themselves in the high places to
which they were called ?
It cannot, in view of the slow changes alone
possible in that country, be fairly said that the
new order has yet had time to prove its worth,
but there are welcome signs that some of the
worst practices of the old are discredited for
good and all. A great improvement is notice-
able in the soldiers, a matter of no little import-
ance, since such a country is frequently under a
military dictatorship. During that trying week
of April, when Constantinople lay at the mercy
of thousands of revolted troops, whose officers
were either murdered or in hiding, the writer
had many opportunities of observing the won-
derful discipline maintained by the mutineers,
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